THE MANUSCRIPTS
Department of Manuscripts has been built up, though it is not much
more than one-eighth of the size of the magnificent Harleian Collec-
tion, numbering at its greatest under a thousand volumes. But these
included such monuments of British history as the famous Lindisfarne
Gospels, written and decorated about A.D. 700; Simeon's history of
Durham, with the tale of the rescue from the sea of the Lindisfarne
Gospels; and yet another Durham book, the Liber Vitae of the
Monastery1; the unique copy of Beowulf, written about A.D. 1000;
the tenth-century Heliand^ almost the only waif of the Old Saxon
literature that has survived; the C text of Piers Pkwman\ the unique
copy of Pearl, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight^ etc.; early copies
of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle^ the Athelstan Gospels, mentioned
above; the book of the Charter of the foundation of New Minster,
Winchester, which is the earliest surviving example of the Win-
chester school of illumination; the St. Albans Lives of the Offas,
with drawings believed to be by the hand of Matthew Paris; two
books with maps of Great Britain designed if not drawn by the same;
an abundance of charters of the first importance, including two of
the four copies of Magna Charta, one of them being regarded as the
most nearly original; and political papers of the sixteenth century,
among which may be mentioned the private notebook or "Remem-
brances" of Thomas Cromwell. Cotton also acquired some important
MSS. which had tio bearing on English history. Of these the chief
is the famous fifth-century Greek Genesis (Otho B. vi), presented
by two Greek Bishops to Henry VIII, and by Elizabeth to Sir John
Fortescue, and by him to Cotton; it now consists, alas, of charred
fragments, which constitute one of the few surviving monuments of
classical illumination as it was passing into Byzantine, perhaps executed
at Alexandria; another is the Order of Coronation of the Kings and
Queens of France (Tiberius B. viii), revised and written in 1365 for
Charles V, whose portrait is included in the illuminations.
Cotton has been, and indeed was in* his own lifetime, criticized
for his methods of acquiring MSS. The notebook of Sir Nicholas
Hyde (referred to by E. Umfreville in Lansdowne MS. 84*, art. 73),
records that the Attorney-General produced King James Ps pardon
to Cotton for embezzling State Papers, evidences, etc. Cotton un-
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